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Picture this. Night is beginning to fall and you are walking through a bustling market near a huge circus tent filled with revellers enjoying a crescendo of fiddles, pipes, voices and guitars.  A typical upper mountain mist begins drifting across the sky and shrouding the topmost peaks of the marquee. With a drink in one hand and a programme in the other you have to make the difficult choice of what not to miss next. It is the sort of wonderful dilemma that brings people back year after year.
The Blue Mountains Music Festival, Folk, Roots and Blues is held every March in Katoomba and is a dazzling celebration of mainly acoustic music in a carnival-like setting just a short walk from all the shops, cafes and restaurants of the town. The town sits perched on the edge of a huge World Heritage listed wilderness. 
Spread across eight venues ranging from Circus Big-Tops to the elegance of the Carrington Hotel Ballroom the music starts on Friday night and keeps you going until Sunday evening. There are market stalls, workshops, plenty of food and drink and an atmosphere that is unique and gaining a growing reputation around the world. 
In a change of emphasis for the fourteenth festival, home grown talent will be dominating the top of the bill.  Paul Kelly, Archie Roach and Ruby Hunter, Lior and Eric Bogle are all Australian international touring artists and we’re taking the opportunity to gather them together here in the mountains this March.
That is not to say we are skimping on overseas acts.  A stunning array of singers, songwriters and instrumentalists from all over the world will be joining us for this festival.  Back from Scotland are Shooglenifty, Chris While and Julie Matthews return from the UK, the Alan Kelly Quartet and Begley and Murray come from Ireland, and The Beez join us again from Germany.  From the US on his first visit is the wild acoustic guitarist Preston Reed.  For the more trad minded guitar buffs we have Peter Rowan with a CV that includes working in Bill Monroe’s band before he headed towards more contemporary newgrass and swing music.  The highly respected Californian songwriter Eliza Gilkyson joins us accompanied by guitarist Nina Gerber.  Our superb Canadian talent is the not so elderly Old Man Luedeke and his banjo and April Verch’s band with her fiddling and stepdancing.  The hilarious Topp Twins are crossing the ditch to be here and folk balladeer Nano Stern is coming over from Chile.
For people who remember the Sydney folk scene of the seventies, in the days of  PACT folk and the Liz, we have pulled off a coup. Mike McClellan, Doug Ashdown and Warren Fahey’s Larrikins are all playing this year. 
The Larrikins will be presenting a special Seniors Week concert called ‘ Everything Old is New Again’.

For the Blues minded we have rising stars Chase the Sun, Andy ‘Sugarcane’ Collins from Cairns, Chris Wilson, Sal Kimber and the Good Ol’ Boys, Pugsley Buzzard, and Jim Conway’s Big Wheel.  
Other highlights will be Bluehouse, South American sounds from Inka Marka, The whacky Old Spice Boys and the monster vibes of The Bakery closing off Friday and Saturday nights.

The Blue Mountains is rightly regarded as a haven for artists of all persuasions and many local musicians will be performing.  Phil Davidson, King Curly, The Spooky Mens’ Chorale, Robyne Dunn, Skorba, Pat Drummond, Tonks Green, Karen Lynne’s Blue Mountain Rain, Phil and Tracey Campbell, Snez, The Field, Wheelers and Dealers and The Duffys with Rens Van Der Zalm are all making appearances.
There will of course be the ever popular Poets’ Breakfasts on Saturday and Sunday and arrangements for a new interview project involving journalist and radio producer Gregg Borschmann are well advanced.
This is a cultural festival with a deepening history and a bright future.  There is every possibility that this year will be a sell-out, so don’t delay booking online or buying your tickets over the counter at Explore Music in Katoomba.  The festival will be held on the weekend of March 13th, 14th and 15th, 2009 in Katoomba.
The website is  www.bmff.org.au   
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